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over the total recor(ls of all prostatic cases admitted to the Royal Victoria Hospital,
Belfast, for ten years. They numbered approximately 440. Of these, two hundred
(lid inot comc to operation, i.e., they recovered and were (lischarged, or wvere
inaligniant and inoperable, or were moribund and died. Of the remaining 240 who
were subjecte(d to operation, there was in all a mortality of seventeen per cent.
Th,ese figures I was asked to compile for a general census that was being made all
over Great Britaini. Our figure seemed very high, but it compared favourably
Xwith that of twenty per cent. for all England. It is serious when one thinks that
out of every five prostatic patients submitted to the major operation, one is probablv
going to dic; anid so an operation with no mortality is surely worthy of considera-
tion.
Choice of case is niecessary, or failure will follow; but failure fortunately (does
not harm the patient, and he must know what the possibilities are. The operation
is essentially the same one as is being used extensively on the Continent for
rejuvenation. The patient is said to be more potent thani before, but naturally is
sterile.
TIo those interested 1 wouldl recommniiici(l Dr. Niehan's article in the "Lancet,"' or,
better still, a visit to his clinic or his hospitable home overlooking Lake Geneva.
A CASE OF SCURVY
Bx' EiLEEN M. HICKEY, M.D., M.R.C.P.I.
Hlonz. Physician to Mater Hospital, Belfast.
FIFTY years ago a healthy young man joined the Army. He served six anld a half
years in In(lia, with no other ill-effects than occasional attacks of "the ague." He
was transferred to the Reserve in 1892, and worked as a (lock labourer from 1892
till 1896, when he re-enlisted in the militia. In this he served for three years. He
was calle(d up for active service in the Boer War, and servedl for one and a half
years in South Africa, where he was in skirmishes almost daily, Iying at night
without shelter, suffering at times from "hunger, cold, starvation, and dirt."
During the whole of this period he hacd not even a cold. After this war he left the
militia for the regular army again, and after some time in Aldershot he was sent
lor eighteen months to Malta, where he enjoyedl excellent health. Subsequently hie
was sent back to South Africa, where he remained for about another year alid a
half. On the day of his discharge he doffed his uniform and changed into civilian
clothes. Hurryinig down the stairs he fell and broke his thumb very badly. Hc was
kept in the military hospital for a night, and allowed to go home the following (lay
at his own request. He received no compensation for his thumb (which, though not
entirely useless, is grossly deformed), as "there was no evidence that he was on
duty at the time." From 1905 till 1915 he worked as a dock labourer. By this time
he was married and( settled in Belfast. When the Great War broke out he re-
59enlisted, but is "afraid he gave the wrong age," as he was over fifty. This time
most of his service was at home in Ireland and England. Finally he was sent to
Italy in a garrison battalion, and after he had been there for about fifteen months
the Armistice was signed. On the 14th May, 1919, lie was discharged with a
dlisability pension of forty per cent.
He resumed work at the docks. After some years he had a severe accident at
work which resulted in fracture of both bones of the left forearm. For this disable-
ment he had half pay for seven or eight months and a lump sum of twenty pounds
on discharge. Eventually lie was able to resume work at the docks, and continued
until the age of 6.5, wlhen he found it increasingly difficult to obtain work, and so
was very gla(d to get his oldl age pension. His wife had died shortly before this time,
and he continued to live in the house, quite alone, as they had no family.
For some time all went on much as before, but gradually when he had reachedl
70, and his appetite was not so good, the trouble of preparing and cooking a meal
began to count more than the meal did. Finally a stage was reached at which one
meal only was prepared in the day. rhis consisted of tea, bread, bacon, and eggs.
For about six months onl this fare he was unaware of any change in his health, then
he began to be conscious that his gums were sore and that bruises were appearing
oni his body, mainly on the legs, but without obvious cause. He consulted a doctor,
who sent him into hospital.
His conidition on admissioln was that of a severe purpura. The spots varied in
size from mere petechiae to patches twice as large as a post card on the inner sides
of his thighs. There was another large area of subcutaneous hiemorrhage over the
lower ribs on the left side. His arms, face, and back had escaped. He did not
complain of his joints, and his muscles and bones did not appear to be tender. His
breath was extremely foul, and his gums wvere so spongy and swollen round the
teeth sockets as to give the impression of tumefactioni. His urine contained a trace
of albumen, and some blood-cells, but nothing else of note, and his blood-urea was
within normal limits. His blood shoxved a lihmoglobin percentage of forty-two, and
his red cells were reduced to about half the normal. The white cells were only
slightly reduced. The slide showed no notable deviation from the normal. The
clotting- and bleeding-time were normal. rhe platelets were reduced to a little over
a hundred thousand per c.mm.Trhe capillary resistance test, by means of a sphygmo-
manometer band applied for five minutes at a pressure midway between systolic
and diastolic, did not produce any more haemorrhages. He was put on to ordinary
diet with plenty of fresh vegetables and an orange every day, also some iron to
counteract the anawmia and a mouthwash for his gums. In three or four days the
unpleasant odour from his breath had begun to disappear, and was gone in a week.
He had no more hlwniorrhages after his admission to hospital. Two weeks later
he was feeling ver-y well indeed. All the discolouratioii was slowly disappearing
from his skin, his gums were practically normal, and his hwmoglobin had gone up
to seventy per cent., with a corresponding rise in his cell count.
He has been instructed in the slogan that "an apple a day keeps the doctor
away," and is ready to be discharged.
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